10      HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

toward the southwest by the conquest of the
nomad people the Sutu. From reign to reign we
see the little kingdom of Asshur grow. These
conquests were probably not much more than
raids, nor is it likely that at so early a period a
serious effort was made by the Assyrians to gov-
ern the territory overrun,1 It was preparatory
work; the peoples round about Asshur were
gradually being brought to know something of its
growing power. They would soon come to re-
gard it as a mistress and consolidation would be
easy. It was in similar fashion that the empire
of Babylonia had grown to its position of influ-
ence.

Pudi-ilu was succeeded by his son, Adad-nirari I
(about 1345 B. C.), who has left us two records,
the one a bronze sword inscribed with his name
and titles/ the other a considerable inscription^
carefully dated by the eponym name, the oldest
dated Assyrian inscription yet found. The latter
is largely devoted to an account of the enlarge-
ment of the temple of Asshur in the capital,
his wars being but slightly mentioned. In the
enumeration, of the lands conquered by him the
countries already overrun by his predecessors are

1 It is, however, to be noted that Assyrian colonists were settled in
distant countries at a very early date.   The Kappadokian tablets would
seem to show that Assyrians were settled near Kaisariyeh as early as
1400 B. C.

2 See Truttsactions of Society of Biblical Archeology, iv, p. 341

3 Published IT R. p, 39, translated by Peiser in ktlliwclmft. Bibl, i,
pp. 5, ff.